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Wildlite sxpart:

Palmyra’s rare ibises on the verge of extinction

The five inises still breed

ing in the Palmyrean desert
have become famous
threughout the warld in the
past lhoze vemrs, because
they are the anly five left in
the world, Wildlife expert
Dr. (3. Serra told 5T in a
stmlement Ealll.'\dﬂ}

The specied is liswed as b‘!
“Critically Endangered” |
the World Conservation
Unioo, the highest level of
threac. This means that the
risk of global extnction of
:huu:iplnws u;llf sl
perind i= very high, expert
Serra added.

Wikdlife cxpert Serra sabd:

“They were discovered in
the framework of a UN-
I A0 Minisry of
Agnieuinne ‘and  Agrarian
Reform project funded by
the Ttalian Coopemabion. A
twam of locals from
Palrmyma community, led by
Itahion comservation bicle
£ist Ginnluea Serra, discov-
ered the colony i March
2002, after monihs of
cxplomation and guestiening
desert nomads and hanters,
As these binds arc gencti-

ery in 2002 .mm:l:d inmer-
mational afention
project, and to Palmyra
desert’s natural herilage.
The news was reporied on
10N 11 media putlets
s S
ic nnel, in
Cimardian, The
Gllil'dl.i-ﬂ
Ecologists and maturalists
nowadays visiting Symian
deseri are astonished in
realizing the extent of its
ing degrudation.
Pmi‘jnlc from Al Badia all
agree that this destraction
process has tken place
rw_-ml.j'. during the past 13-

w0 the

A
Mcntdlﬁ o Dr. G. Serm:
[his is the perfect
symbol of this destrction
process. Omly 15-20 years
ago there were hundreds of
pairs of ihises breeding in
thé desen. Meny sites of Al
Badia desert are still called
by Bedouin nomads by he
name of the bird I;u-nuE;!
Uncontrelled b
L destruction -
5 avier Ing an 1L
Wmﬂ.ﬂlﬁﬁmﬁirﬂlwlinu

food, are the main causes
which contributed 10 reduc-
ing the ulatian of bald
ikses 10 the present

sifmation T this year only 2

irs hreeding 7.
wr.s e tected dur-

ﬁ pu.'sl :a.r: tﬁ;ﬂ.ﬂe
mo]w,m:m nf nomIds
from Amuer inbe. Despile
these effine, one adult indi-
vidual was shot down last
vear by foreign hunters,
Another big is that
these birds cre mi Y
.md 5|h:|1l half of
I\-:umd:

E:-lmltly in Tum n-r
Africa).

During  an  international
ponservation meeting held
in Madrid last January,
expens agreed that the most
urgent conservation

action to save this small
imvaluable colony is o fEg |
bird or 2 with satellae
trunsmitiers, (o detect teir
migratnry route and their
Wiilering g,mu.ruis. In fact,
EWVEry  summer ihis
r:hlrzs leave P'.ll.l:l:l}'l.'a. wilh
thear parcnts but do Aol

for unknomm reasons. It s
thus of paramount Impor-
Ence w0 dalu:t the winter-
ing grounds o t the
birds also there, TUtherwiss
the coleny could disappear
soon may be - even this
ear]

is sprmg everything was

finally ready for the sael-

lite  tagging operation.
Several UN agencies mnd
MNGOs exten i

] hﬂp:%
hond to this effect Ome o
the Ewopean most -
known expert in the feld
was hired for the
Dr.  Lubomir Feetsl]
Caech Republic. Dr. Peske
said: “Saving the Syrian
hald ibises 153 an important
ol mot only in the henefit
of the Syrian matural ber-
itage, but also in the interest
of the global biodiversity”
Mr Serra also added: “It is
alap an im CCCRsion
fior the local commuonity of
Palmyrean desed a5 it
could easily foster the eco-
tourism and  hirdwarchin
in the pear [ulure, an
attract  imternatonal funds
for socio-eeonomic devel-

occaslon to ruise 8 much
needed awareness of ihe
Sysian public. and especial-
ly that of new gemeralions,
pelmively Lo the need 1o
protect theirr own hentage
of matime?
In response 1 8 guestlon on
Enu. uld apend four
onimtermupeedly  in
Eﬁn&n far from tns par-
ents gl Tricnds, Me Serma
answered: “In this period of

B T hoases Gwoaoas sl

engaged suing
dream of wamnﬁ 0 !-l“
what remains
desert mtun:’lh} u:um!n'.'
ing the local commuomity
that ihis is in the benefit of
their childesn - "1 am work-
|.'ﬂj_' for yoir childrea™, 1
hm:: been repestedly soy-
o  (he aof
p yra. Mol much time is
Left f0 save soimething vaku-
sble",
'I"!ni'mmlulﬂv faw weeks

A0 5000 afiH Ih: a.rr!'-.uJ of
D'I' Peske, the whole satel-

nl.n:ﬂ
oo hal e ftcent

lemis. The two taperu .|.rﬁ
the team of Palm
Incals have waitel he

for almost 4 weeks, but 'd'll!
authorization  from e :LH;!I-
cemed  authorites

did mot materinlized. Birds
meanwhile keft their nests
days ago and the operaton
conbd not be camied st

“The reasons for this halt
mre nod ¢lear o me. But it 15
c!lﬂ.l'lfu!:l oppor-
oy o e
people, and for the
Eﬂﬁmﬁ RS
i‘!u:wnpmmbl the last

ear (hat ihe | will
:emm in e words of D

Peske
Nobody knows if they will
be next year

By: Maysa Wassoul



