
JEBEL KOHLA AND WADI AL BASIRA UNDER THREAT 

 
Geographic coordinates: 34.0705, 37.4863 
 
Location and description. Jebel Kohla and Wadi al Basira are located almost mid way on the road 
between Damascus (140 Km) and Palmyra (100 Km).  
 
Natural interest and potential. The high-altitude Wadi Basira (975 m asl) is arguably the most 
scenic stretch of desert on the road between Damascus and Palmyra. Jebel Kohla is an 

outstanding relief, 
reaching 1400 m asl, 
with a distinctive flat 
top and with 
geological horizontal 
layers of different 
colours, making it 
resembling a kind of 
“cake”: a pattern 
quite unique in the 
whole Syrian desert. 
It was probably 
named Kohla by 
nomads due to its 
kind of “make-up” 
appearance. Being 
mid way between 

Damascus and Palmyra this is the ideal place for a stop over to drink a tea or coffee while enjoying 
the beauty and the peace of the surroundings. For this reason the first “Baghdad Café” was built in 
early 2000 (very well designed, with traditional architecture, and nicely harmonized with the 
environment) 1 – after the first one another 2 or 3 were established.  
 
The desert in this area seems quite wild and naturalistically unexplored: the biodiversity potential of 
this area seems likely high, both in terms of fauna and flora. This area would be ideal for the 
establishment of a protected area for mere recreational purposes and also for reintroduction of 
gazelles. In fact locals reported that 
only 30 years ago this desert area was 
a favourite one for reem gazelles. Al 
Talila reserve in Palmyra is presently 
over-stocked with gazelles and could be 
the source for reintroducing them in a 
protected area around Jebel Kohla. The 
locals, once trained, could become 
responsible for protecting the gazelles 
from poaching. 
From the Bagdad Café visitors could 
engage in short hikes by foot or by 
camel or mountain bike, escorted by a 
local (trained) eco-guides, and admire 
wild roaming gazelles in their natural 
environment: this eventually would 
become a unique and awe-inspiring 
experience of this kind in Syria and in 
the region. 

                                                 
1
 The name and the style of the café were chosen in clear reference with a quite famous avant-garde movie 

titled “Baghdad Café”. The idea was well chosen to capture the imagination of the western tourists. 

Reem gazelles from Al Talila reserve in Palmyra. 



 
Threat. According to what stated by the locals running the cafes, a large cement plan is going to be 
built just in front of Jebel Kohla, very close to the road, as evidenced by a large red panel set at the 
side of the road and by the future guard’s buildings already erected nearby. This infrastructure will 
destroy irreversibly the beauty and fine desert scenery of the area - not to mention the peace and 
quietness, and the clean air. It is surprising that this site was selected for the purpose, when there 
are so many other less attractive desert sites within the 300 Km between Damascus and Palmyra. 
 

 
Jebel Kohla seen from the road Palmyra-Damascus. 
 

 
Jebel Kohla seen from Baghdad Cafe. 

 

 

 



 
Panel installed beside the road Damascus-Palmyra.  

 

 
Jebel Kohla seen from Baghdad Cafe. 
 


